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Department  of  Agriculture  Finds  25-Year-OId  Para  Rubber  Tree  Growing  in  Florida 

Many  trees  and  plants  that  prodtxe  rubber  are  thriving  in  Florida,  "but 
it  has  not  been  known  that  the  principal  rubber  -producing  tree,  the  same  that  is 
cultivated  extensively  in  the  East  Indies,  could  survive  the  winters  and  grow  to 
maturity  in  that  State.    Recently  a  small  tree  known  as  the  Para  or  Brazilian 
rubber  tree,  was  found  growing  at  Palm  Beach.     This  tree  has  stood  in  the  open 
for  nearly  25  years,  under  unfavorable  conditions,  showing  that  Para  is  much 
hardier  than  has  been  supposed.    Experiments  in  more  favorable  locations  are 
needed  to  determine  whether  it  can  be  grown  extensively  in  Florida.  Although 
plantations  like  those  of  the  East  Indies  could  not  be  operated  in  Florida,  for 
lack  of  cheap  labor,  different  systems  of  production  are  possible  with  .the  Para, 
as  with  other  rubber  trees.     Cooperation  is  extended  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture to  private  experiments,  whenever  possible. 

Improvements  Needed  in  Marketing  Perishables  to  Prevent  Losses 

Irregularity  in  shipping  perishable  fruits  and  vegetables  to  markets,  and 
failure  to  gauge  the  probable  consumer  demand  for  such  products  are  among  the 
primary  reasons  for  the  wide  price  fluctuations  that  involve  heavy  losses  to 
shippers,    Products  that  are  susceptible  to  rapid  deterioration,  must  be  disposed 
of  shortly  after  arrival  at  the  point  of  destination.     The  uncertainty  of  price 
presents  a  problem  in  adjusting  supply  to  demand  with  a  nicety  that  is  required 
for  few  other  agricultural  commodities. 

Self-Feeding  of  Sows  and  Pigs  Reduces  Hog-Production  Costs 

i  r        Self-feeding  of  sows  and  their  litters  not  only  saves  time  needed  for 
other  farm  operations,  but  also  gives  more  satisfactory  results,  say  animal- 
husbandry  experts  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.     During  tests  carried  on  by 
the  department  both  sows  and  pigs  kept  in  the  self-fed  lots  looked  better  and 
^ere  more  thrifty  than  those  In  the  hand-fed  lots.     When  hogs  of  any  age  have 
constant  access  to  self-feeders  there  is  practically  no  danger  of  their  overeat- 
ing, according  to  Farmers'  Bulletin  1504— F,  "Self -Feeding  versus  Hand-Feeding 
Sows  and  Litters." 
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Domestic  Rabbit  Heat  L ihe  Chick en  f  5avs  New  Poster 

Domestic  rabbit  meat,  soys  the  Eiclogieal  Survey  of  the  United  Stages 
Deportment  of  Agri culture 4  which  is  carrying  on  investigations  in  raising  rab- 
bits, tastes  more  like  chicken  than  like  wild  rabbit.     Few  housewives  ore  famil- 
iar with  its  food  value  and  delicious  flavor.     Domestic  rabbits  are  raised  in 
hutches,  -'here  they  have  only  limited  exercise  and  where  they  can  be  properly  fed. 
They  are  cleanly  inhabits,  and  their  diet,  consisting  chiefly  of  oats,  barley, 
and  alfalfa  hay,  makes  the  meat  sweet,  tender,  and  excellently  flavored. 

Int erest  in  "Better  Livestock  Prows 

An  increasing  sentiment  toward  the  breeding  of  improved  livestock  is 
apparent  from  frequent  reports  and  inquiries  received  by  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.    Union  County,  Ky. ,  which  has-  IOC  per  cent  purebred  bulls, 
is  now  directing  its  efforts  toward  the  "banishment  of  scrub  and  grade  sires  of 
other  kinds.  _  So  far  as  known  all  boars,  stallions,  and  jacks  also  are  purebred. 
In  Campbell  Bounty,  Ky. ,  more  than  90  dairymen  are  using  purebred  bulls  exclusive- 
ly.   Local  ban!-  deposits  have  been  so  satisfactory  that  bankers  in  the  locality 
are  actively  supporting  the  better  livestock  efforts.     In  the  last  few  years  43 
counties  in  the  United  States  have  attained  the  distinction  of  having  100  or  more 
livestock  owners  that  are  using  purebred  sires  exclusively  and  have  adopted  breed- 
ins-  methods  leading  to  still  further  improvements. 
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Swin^  Owners1  Aid  Urged  in  Checking  ?Tavs  of  Hog  Cholera  -»  U.  S.  Depart- 
msnt  of  Agriculture.  TVges  Em^rgar.cy  Action 
To  bring  under  control  th*  serious  outbreaks  of  hog  cholera  that 
have  occurred  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  especially  in  th«  Central 
^•-•st,  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  furnishes  the  following  special 
information. 

The  current  outbreaks  already  have  taken  a  grea.t  ?r  toll  in  hogs 
than  in  any  yoar  since  1913.    During  the  last  five  years  there  has  been 
•comparatively  little  hog  cholera  in  the  United  States  and  the  outbreaks 
that  occurred  wore  chicked  promptly  by  the  use  of  the  preventive-serum 
treatment.    Of  late  years  farmers  have  gradually  discontinued  the  imrauni- 
Zation  of  their  herds  with  the  result  that  probably  80  per  cent  of  the 
hogs  in  the  country  were  suscsptibie  in  September  of  this  year  when  the 
recent  outbreaks  began  to  be  dangerous. 

In  view  of  th?.  emergency  3very thing  possible  is  being  done  by 
Federal  and  State  officials  to  improve  the  situation.    Anti-hog- cholera 
serum  intended  for  use  in  interstate  trade  is  manufactured  under  Govern- 
ment  supervision.    Normally,  a  test  requiring  21  days  is  made  of  serum  be- 
fore it  is  r  leased  for  market.     But  in  view  of  the.  reported  severity  of 
hog  cholera,  the  Department  has  authoriz-d  its  inspectors  stationed  at 
the  various  serum  plants  to  suspend  the  test  temporarily  as  an  emergency. 
All  serum. produced  under  the  new  order  is  to  be  labeled,  "This  serum  has 


not  been  tested."    Government  supervision  still  applies,  however,  to 
sanitation  and  methods  used  in  the  production  of  serum. 

As  a  result  of  the  large  demand  for  anti-hog-cholera  ssrum  and 
the  suspension  of  the  customary  test,  the  output  of  this  product  is  now 
increasing  rapidly.     Swine  owners  who  are  unable  to  procure  the  preven- 
tive serum  immediately  should  protect  themselves  and  their  communities 
by  observing  the  following  practical  precautions? 

Don't  visit  yjur  neighbor's  hog  lots  nor  allow  them  to  visit  yours. 

Don't  drive  from  a  public  highway  into  the  hog  lot.     Remember  that 
the  virus  of  hog  cholera  is  very  easily  carried;  therefore,  disinfect 
your  shoes  before  entering  your  hog  lot, 

;      Ksr.p  any  newly  purchased  stock  away  from  the  hog  herd  for  at 
1 e  as  t  two  we  e  ks . 

Dogs  should  be  confined  so  they  can  not  l-;ave  the  premises. 

Th*  carcasses  of  hogs  that  died  from  cholera  should  be  burned  or 
else  promptly  buried  four  feet  deep.  Never  l^ave  a  dead  hog  in  a  field 
for  birds  and  other  animals  to  feed  on. 

Live  hogs  infocted  with  cholera  are  especially  dangerous,  since 
tiny  contaminata  hog  lots,  feed  troughs,  and  bedding  with  secretions  con- 
taining the  virus  of  hog  cholera.     Especially  at  this  time  it  is  danger- 
ous to  feed  hogs  any  scraps  or  trimmings  of  pork  from  public  markets. 

The  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  is  represented  in  swine- raising 
States  by  veterinary  inspectors  who  are  cooperating  with  State  authori- 
ties in  the  control  of  hog  cholara.    Persons  who  suspect  the  disease  on 
th^ir  premises  are  advised  to  call  on  th'  Federal  or  State  officials  for 
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advice  and  assistance.     Farmers'  Bulletin  834  on  th>i>  control  of  hog 
cholera  will  b®  sent  to  anyone  on  request.    Address  the  request  to  the 
U.  S.  Department ,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Tattooing  Ho.gs  Successful  at  Big  Livestock  Market 


The  practical  use  of  the  tattoo  method  of  marking  hogs,  developed  by 
the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  Department  of  Agriculture,  is  proving  success- 
ful at  the  Kansas  City  stockyards  and  its  trade  territory,     "We  have  demonstra- 
ted to  our  satisfaction,"  R.L^  Cuff,  Livestock  Commissioner  of  the  Kansas  City 
Livestock  Exchange,  reports,  "that  tattooing  is  a  feasible  and  practicable  me- 
thod of  identifying  hogs,.    When  hogs  can  be  driven  through  a  narrow  chute  a- 
bout  2^-  inches  wide,  tattoo  marks  can  be  applied  as  they  walk  through.  .  Orejday 
I  saw  a  packer-driver  tattoo  a  lot  of  6^  hogs  in  less  than  three  minutes.  All 
tattoo  makrs  were  legible  on  the  carcasses  as  they  hung  in  the  coolers.  For 
our  purpose  we  have  found  that  the  tattoo  whould  be  applied  high  on  the  shoul- 
der just  to  one  side  of  the  backbone."  The  tattooing  of  hogs  is  especially 
useful  in  identifying  shipments  from  areas  that  have  been  freed  of  bovine  tub- 
erculosis .    A  number  of  packers  have  been  paying  premiums  of  10  cents  per  hund- 
redweight for  hogs  of  such  origin.      A  Government  circular  is  available  on  the 
subject . 

Auto  Gas  Tax  Brings  $85,000,000  in  Six  Months 

Taxes  on  gasoline  used  in  motor  vehicles  amounted  to  more  than  $8*4- .2jSS> 
lion  dollars  in  the  first  six  months  of  1926,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Pub- 
lic Roads  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture-    All  of  the  States 
except  Illinois,  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey  and  New  York  imposed  a  gasoline  tas, 
the  rate  ranging  from  one  to  five  cents.    More  than  19-1/2  million  motor  ve- 
hicles were  registered  in  the  six  months  period,  the  gasoline  consumption  per 
vehicle  averaged  225  gallons.    Gasoline  taxes  were  first  imposed  in  1919  when 
four  States  adopted  the  tax  and  derived  a  revenue  of  a  little  more  than  one 
million  dollars*    The  practice  is  now  general  and  the  large  revenue  derived  is 
one  of  the  most  important  sources  of  highway  income. 

New  Bulletin  ,on.  Fur  Laws  issued 

"All  fur  animals  need  proper  protection,  if  their  numbers  are  to  be  main- 
tained and  good  fur  is  to  continue  to  be  produced,*  according  to  the  U.  S*  Bi- 
ological Survey*    Farmers'  Bulletin  "Fur  Laws  for  the  Season  1926-27,"  has 
just  been  published  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  is  free  for 
the  asking.    The  new  bulletin  contains  a  complete  summary  of  all  the  laws  in  the 
various  States  and  Canadian  Provinces  relating  to  fur  animals  effective  for  the 
coming  trapping  season.    Regulations  affecting  the  interstate  shipment  of  pelts 
are  explained,  and  the  legislation  enacted  during  the  year  is  reviewed,  with 
all  important  changes  noted.    The  information  is  published  to  encourage  effec- 
tive action  on  the  part  of  trappers,  fur  tradesmen,  legislative  committees, 
conservation  societies,  and  others  concerned  in  maintaining  the  stocks  of  fur 
animals,  and  thus  the  fur  supply. 
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Breakage  Daring  Shipment  Cause  of  Big  Loss  to  Egg  Trade 

The  average  money  loss  in  value  per  case  of  eggs  resulting  from  damage 
in  transit,  amounted  to  $1.65,  according  to  tests  made  "by  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  Agriculture..  -  Tests  to  compare  the  merits  of  eight  different  methods 
of  packing  eggs  for  shipment  and  of  straw  and  hay  "buffing  in  comparison  with 
wood  bracing  of  cases  in  carload  shipments  are  reported.    A  copy  of  the  new  cir- 
cular describing  the  tests  may  be  obtained  free  of  charge,  as  long  as  the  supply 
lasts,  "by  writing  to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washingt 021,3. C.« 

Dust  explosion  Cause  Ten.  Billion  Annual  Loss 

In  connection  with  the  work  that  has  "been  done  on  dust  explosion  preven- 
tion "by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  it  has  been  found  that  approximately  22! , 
000  industrial  plants  in  the  United  States  alone  are  subject  to  the  dust  explos- 
ion hazard  and,  therefore,  should  adopt  precautionary  measures..    These  plants 
employ  approximately  1,324,1+22  persons  and  manufacture  products  of  an  annual 
value  in  excess  of  $10,000,000,000. 

Studies  Causes  of  Feather  Damage  to  Cotton 

Weather  damage  to  raw  cotton  after  picking  has  long  "been  a  source  of  much, 
waste,  entailing  annual  losses  estimated  at  upward  of  $25^000,000,  says  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  in  a  new  bulletin.    By  "weather  damage"  is;. meant  damage 
that  results  from  excessive  moisture  in  bales  of  cotton.    Department  studies  have 
shown  that  there  are  two  distinct  stages  in  the  process  of  deterioration  of  cot- 
ton as  a  result  of  this  condition — mildew  or  discoloration,  and  decay  of  the 
fiber.    To  protect  cotton  from  weather  damage,  it  is  of  the  greatest  possible 
importance  that  the  bales  be  kept  from  contact  with  the  ground  or  any  other  • 
source  of  moisture.    Cotton  should  be  matured  thoroughly  and  dried  out  before 
it  is  ginned.     If  it  is  ginned  vshile  wet,  the  staple  probably  will  be  "gin  cut" 
and  in  other  ways  damaged,  and- thb.^  result  ing  bale  will  have  an  excess  of  mois- 
ture.   When  it  is  impossible  to  Vi^co  the  cotton  in  a  warehouse  immediately, 
the  bales  should  be  placed  on  poles  and  turned  often.    Copies  of  the  departments 
publication,  "Weather  Damage  to  Cotton",  may  be  obtained  by  writing  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C 
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Spinning  Tests  Show  Slight  Difference  Between  "Snapped"  and  "Picked" 

Cotton 

"Snapping"  Lowers  Grade  of  Cotton  by 
Ab out  T  wo  G-rado s  ,  Gov ernmont  Exp ert  s  Find . 

Preliminary  experiments  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  indicate  that 
the  spinning  quality  of  "snap"  cotton  does  not  differ  materially  from  that  of 

"picked"  cotton.    However,  "snapping"  as  a  method  of  harvesting  lowers  -the '.grade, 
the  difference  in  the  cotton  tested,  amounting  to  about  two  grades.    The  de- 
creased cost  in  harvesting  cotton  by  the  "snap"raethod,  the  department  has  found 
also,  may  be  much  more  than  offset  by  the  extra  expense  of  passing  cotton  through 
boll  extractors  and  by  the  loss  of  value  resulting  from  the  lower  grade.  Tak- 
ing the  results  of  the  tests  as  typical,  the  department  says,'  "snapping"  cotton 
at  the  officially  quoted  prices  and  under  the  conditions  which  prevailed  in  1925* 
resulted  in  a  loss  to  the  grower  of  $7-29  a  bale  as  compared  with  picking. 
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